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The Research Method

“The military heritage of Asia Minor is quite different

from that of France, Britain, and America. In Asia Minor, loose
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encirclement and tiny probes are more common than mass

assaults. There, one can often win while running away.
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Such paradoxical tactics come from Mongols. They
controlled what is now Iran, Irag, and Afghanistan for over 200
years. When Genghis Khan became the emperor of China in
1227 A.D., his Armies learned of the 36 stratagems of decep-
tion. Dating back to 200 b.c., most are based on the yin — yang
antitheses of the | Ching (Book of Changes).
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Like the Chinese, southwest Asian insurgents practice

the “False Face and Art of Delay.” First, they show the West-
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erner what they want him to see. Then, they wait for him to
make the first, incorrect move. Finally, they secretly launch
a maneuver that he would not choose under similar circum-

stances.
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To fight people like this, Western soldiers must learn
which feints precede what secret maneuvers. Part one sets the
stage for the investigation with the latest news from Iragq and
Afghanistan. Part two works through the famous 36 stratagems
to uncover enemy ruses. Part three shows how to counteract

those ruses.
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Some may find such an approach too farfetched. They are
reminded that al — Qaeda, Lebanese Hezbollah, Palestinian
Hamas, and Iranian Revolutionary Guard leaders have regularly
met in Sudan since the early 1990’s, and that upwards of 4,000
Chinese military personnel have been stationed in Sudan since
the year 2000. They are further reminded that Iran regularly
sends its Revolutionary Guard leaders to North Korea for psy-

chological warfare training.
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The Book’s Utility

Parts of this book are heavily detailed. It takes that much
detail to see beyond the Muslim militant’s “false face.” Until
Western military strategists acknowledge the obscure particulars
of his so — far — successful method, they will be unable to do
much about it. As America’s frontline fishters better understand

his ruses, they should be able to slow his momentum.
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If the U.S. Marine Corps and U.S. Army were further
willing to  shift from a headquarters — driven (standardized)
way of training their infantry squads to a unit — generated (ex-

perimental) approach, they could still win both wars.
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